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The Eagles P Brandon Graham (left) and Mychal Kendricks stop 49ers quarterback C.J. 
Beathard on third and 1 in the third quarter. Beathard had a long day at Lincoln 
Financial Field. The Eagles improved to 7-1 with the rout of San Francisco, their best 
start to the season since 2004. Coverage in Sports, D1. DAVID MAIALETTI / Staff Photographer 


EDUCATION 


schoolhouse rockers 


Documentary tells tale of a Aek Phila. school band. 


By Kristen A. Graham 
STAFF WRITER 

The light switch clicked off, 
and their lives projected onto 
the big screen — tension and tri- 
umph, drama and ambition — 
and rock music underlying and 
imbuing everything. 

They were home. 

For more than a year, local 
filmmaker Ben Kalina document- 
ed the story of Home, the re- 
markable rock band made up of 
kids from the school a few 
blocks from his house: Andrew 
Jackson, a public K-8 in South 
Philadelphia. 

Last week, he screened the 
film for current and former 
members of the band. On Sun- 
day, Home: A Rockumentary 
made its debut on WHYY, with 
more airings planned. 

Its the story of teacher Chri- 
sostomos Argerakis, who built a 
music program from nothing 
and started a rock band that end- 
ed up earning ovations at the 
Trocadero and playing to 10,000 
people in venues all over the re- 
gion, all while he donated his 


time to lead the band and went 
years without a raise. 

It’s the story of a group of Phil- 
adelphia kids — with all the chal- 
lenges and promise that entails 
— for whom Home is every- 
thing. 

Its the story of Philadelphia 


schools, particularly over the 
last several years, when budgets 
were worse than bare bones and 
principals were called upon to 
do not just their own jobs but 
also those of nurses, secretaries, 
playground monitors, and police 
See SCHOOL on A10 


Former Home members 
Brandon Emigdio and 
Maria Moreno play 
around on guitars 
before a screening of 
Home: A 
Rockumentary. CHARLES 
FOX / Staff Photographer 


By Alfred Lubrano 
STAFF WRITER 

One in an occasional series 
that follows a group of first- 
generation college students 
through their freshman year at 
the elite University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The days you think you’re 
done with are never done 
with you. 

Some University of Pennsyl- 
vania alumni still recall the 


SPECIAL REPORT | FIRST, CLASS 


Ist-generation alumni feel like impostors 


travails of being the first in 
their families to graduate 
from college. 

After reading the first story 
in a series by the Inquirer 
and Daily News earlier this 
month that showed how first- 
generation Penn students feel 
both uneasy among their priv- 
ileged peers and distanced 
from their families as they be- 
gin their college careers, sev- 
eral alumni wrote to say the 


article resonated with them. 
“Unfortunately,” David 
Benglian, one of the alumni, 
said, “it reminded me of mem- 
ories long ago put to bed.” 
Though they’ve gone on to 
lives of accomplishment — 
thanks in no small part to the 
prestige and knowledge con- 
ferred by Penn itself — the 
alumni remain ambivalent 
about the bumpy rocket ride 
of class mobility, which made 


them first feel like impostors 
at Penn, and then uncomfort- 
able with their families after- 
ward. 

“Our alums tell our first- 
generation students the fish- 
out-of-water feeling doesn’t 
end after they graduate 
Penn,” said Valerie De Cruz, 
who oversees Penn’s First 
Generation, Low Income Pro- 
gram, a student organization 

See ALUMNI on A8 
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As case 
unfolds, 
Trump 
tweets 


With possible charges near, 
he lashes out at Clinton. 


By Jenna Johnson 
WASHINGTON POST 

Tensions between Republicans and 
Democrats over the investigation of Rus- 
sian involvement in the 2016 presidential 
election intensified Sunday, with Presi- 
dent Donald Trump demanding to know 
why his campaign is 
under federal scruti- 
ny while his former 
opponent Hillary Clin- 
ton is not. 

The president’s lat- 
est outburst over the 
inquiry led by special 
counsel Robert Muel- 
ler surfaced on Twit- 
ter as his administra- 
tion braced for the 
possibility that the 
first batch of charges 
in the case could be 
publicly announced 
as soon as Monday. CNN reported that a 
federal grand jury had approved an indict- 
ment, although details of the possible 
charges and the name of a defendant re- 
mained unclear. 

Trump issued four tweets over 24 min- 

See TWEETS on A2 
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Trump 


E Fallout from Flake’s speech reveals 
reshaping of Republican Party. A2. 


JERSEY SHORE 


Post-Sandy, 
even locals 
feel a change 


By Amy S. Rosenberg 
STAFF WRITER 
LAVALLETTE, N.J. — You can do a 
double take in those neighborhoods 
that prior to Hurricane Sandy were reli- 
ably year-round working-class en- 
claves, the kind 


where cocktail wait- A 
resses and landscap- Shoobies 
ers raised their kids, have come 
worked odd shifts, = . 
and had regular spots in, buying 
on the beach. damaged 
Wait, is that a Tesla . 
with Pennsylvania properties. 


plates outside a new- 
ly rebuilt house on Derby Avenue in 
Ventnor Heights? 

And look, there’s a BMW with Penn- 
sylvania plates outside an old tear- 
down on nearby Dorset Avenue. 

The shoobies have definitely made 
themselves at home in the five years 
since Sandy struck, scooping up dam- 
aged properties from people buffet- 
ed by economic and natural disasters 

See SHORE on A4 


PHILADELPHIA | B1 


Arsonists targeting 
shelters for stray cats. 


WEATHER 


So High 57, Low 45 
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